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President candidates debate for final election
By ROUCHELLE BROCKMAN &
CATHERINE MEIDELL
staff writer, news editor

In the final ASUSU presidential debate Thursday, candidates
Keenan Nuehring

and Erik Mikkelsen each stressed
why they are the better candidate to
preside over the student body in the
2011-12 school year.
Lacey Nagao, ASUSU public
relations director, asked a slew of
formalized questions that both
candidates were asked to respond
to, which was followed by questions
from the audience and the debate
ended with closing statements.
The first question
asked put the candidates
on the spot in regards to
tuition and fee increases
in connection to the price of
quality higher education.
Nuehring said he believes
it is more important to
maintain quality in college students’ educations
and raise fees when absolutely necessary.
Mikkelsen said he
also believes maintaining
a quality education is more
important than concerns
over fee increases. He said
maintaining quality over cost
will give students a competitive edge in the job
market.
When
the issue

of Common Hour was brought up,
Nuehring said he is in full support of it because he sees a number
of benefits that could come from
programs and events inserted into
the allotted 12-1 p.m. time frame.
The Common Hour bill has been
passed, so Nuehring said he sees
no choice but to make the most
of it. He said he sees career fairs,
networking luncheons and students
involving themselves in programs
where they can receive certificate
for leadership, during this time.
“Anything we can do to give
students a competitive edge is what
we need to use Common Hour for,”
Nuehring said.
Mikkelsen said he supports the
implementation of a common hour,
citing job competitiveness by allowing students to network with professionals as one of the main reasons for his support. He also said
he plans to promote common hour
among the student body by utilizing the media, faculty support, and
student advocates.
If elected president, Nuehring
said he would like to see a “State of
the Students” address organized to
improve transparency dealing with
student issues. He said pioneering
this address would be beneficial to
all students in that they can confront their leaders and tell them
how they have not been meeting the students’ needs. He said
he will hold all ASUSU officials
accountable for their inherited
duties.
“If they are not doing what they
are supposed to be doing, let’s

get rid of them,” Nuehring said.
Mikkelsen said in his experience
as a fraternity president, the most
effective way to ensure other officers are doing their duties is to sit
down with them individually and
discuss their goals versus their
accomplishments. Should
he be elected president, he
said he plans to use this
approach with ASUSU officers to ensure they are keeping their campaign promises.
In recent Utah legislation,
a proposal concerning limited
tenures to professors was
brought to the table, and the
presidential candidates were
asked to share their views on
this issue.
Nuehring said he believes
when professors receive tenure
they become “comfortable.” It is a
positive thing to review professors
and make sure they are doing the
best job they can.
“Even though the tuition we pay
is lower than a lot of schools, we
still pay it, and we still deserve the
best education that we can get,” he
said.
Mikkelsen said he does not yet
know much about the proposal
but plans to learn more about it.
Thomas Jefferson’s integrity
inspires Nuehring, he said, while
Mikkelsen looks up to Abraham
Lincoln because he surrounded
himself with opposition to
find new solutions to problems.
“He did not surround
himself with a bunch of

yes-men,” Mikkelsen said.
As far as activity planning is

- See DEBATE, page 4

E–Week brings in
Apollo 13 speaker
In the Enginerd portion,
By CATHERINE MEIDELL &
Whyte
appeared on the stage
MEGAN BAINUM
news editor, assistant new editor dressed as Princess Leia from
Erin Whyte took first
place in the Miss Engineering
Pageant, Thursday, as
Engineering Week nears its
end. Emily Chipman, the
Engineering council president,
said the changes implemented
to the week amplified its overall
success.
Whyte, a senior in civil
engineering, said she exemplifies the typical female engineer,
but considers herself more loud
than most. She is involved in
the Val R. Christensen Service
Center as well as with the engineering school.
“All I really want is world
peace … and to graduate,” she
said.
Similarly to previous years,
the Miss Engineering pageant
is composed of three competitive categories: Enginerd,
Brains and Beauty and New
Intern. In the competition, 12
female engineering students
flaunted their inner nerd, formal attire and business attire
and answered questions from
a panel of judges. The panel of
judges was composed of faculty
and staff from the engineering
school.

Star Wars, and her competitors
came out wearing attire ranging from an “engineer toolbelt”
to pencils shoved into their
hair. The winner of this section
was Katie Glaittli, a freshman
majoring in biological engineering.
“The biggest problem engineers have is balance,” said
competitor McKenzie Smith
during the New Intern portion
of the pageant. “There is sleep,
it is rare among us, and talking to our families that we still
need to make time for.”
All participating students
answered questions drawn
from a hat and in the end, the
judges chose Tasha Stembridge,
a junior in mechanical engineering, to win this portion.
Chipman, who organized
Engineering Week, was awarded winner of Brains and Beauty.
Complementing the Miss
Engineering pageant was the
Nerdy Man Competition, and
Riley Bradshaw, a junior majoring in civil engineering, and
Spencer Palmer, a senior majoring in mechanical engineering,

- See PAGEANT, page 3
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RESULTS OF THE PRIMARY ELECTIONS were announced Wednesday and the winners continued to campaign for the final
vote that will be counted Friday. Candidates were allowed to set up A-frames around campus to promote themselves and their platform.
BENJAMIN WOOD photo

2011 ASUSU Primary results
Executive Council 2011 Primary Results

By KAYLA HALL
staff writer

Candidates for the 2011 ASUSU elections
totaled more than they ever have before Lacey
Nagao, ASUSU PR director said on Wednesday
before announcing the primary winners
Wednesday.
ASUSU Presidential candidate Ben Williams
came up short in the primary elections with
773 votes, while finalists for ASUSU president,
Keenan Nuehring and Erik Mikkelsen passed
through the primaries with 1137 and 1167
votes, respectively.
Williams said, “Of course I would have liked
to have gotten it (a seat in the finals). But, these
guys have a lot of work ahead of them, and I
don’t envy them for that.
ASUSU executive vice president candidate
and current Government Relations Council
chair, Kirsten Frank, was originally uncontested

- See VOTES, page 4
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Five Browns bring their
family talent to Utah
State.
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President:
•Erik Mikkelsen 1167
•Keenan Nuehring 1137
Academic Senate
•Tanner Wright 1641
•Carly Vanerhorst 1055
Athletics VP
•Ryan Baylis 1985
•Michael Woodfield 775
Diversity VP
•Brooke Evans 960

Utah State
beats New
Mexico State
72–61 to
move to 9–4
in WAC play.
Page 8

•Jordan Allred 586
Programming VP
•Jackson Cozzens 1044
•Zach Larsen 901
Service VP
•Maddie Busteed 1207
•Tasha Jorgensen 864
Student Advocate
•Rob Jepson 977
•Jason Russell 950

www.utahstatesman.com
Check out Big Blue’s Best
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ClarifyCorrect
The policy of The Utah Statesman is
to correct any error made as soon as
possible. If you find something you
would like clarified or find unfair,
please contact the editor at 797-1762
or TSC 105.

Nat’lBriefs
Fed. judge blocks sale
of FLDS trust land
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) – A federal
judge says the state of Utah violated
the constitutional rights of Warren
Jeffs’ polygamous church when it
seized the faith’s communal land trust
and carved away its religious principles.
U.S. District Judge Dee Benson’s
Thursday makes permanent an injunction that blocks the state of Utah from
selling off assets, land or property held
in the United Effort Plan Trust.
The $114 million trust holds the
land and homes of members of the
Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints in Utah, Arizona
and British Columbia.
Utah’s courts seized the trust in
2005 amid allegations of mismanagement by Jeffs and other church leaders.
The court rewrote the trust to remove
its religious principles.
Some 6,000 church members sued,
claiming the state’s intervention violated their religious rights.

Student plots terror attack, charges filed
LUBBOCK, Texas (AP) – A college student from Saudi Arabia who
studied chemical engineering in Texas
bought explosive chemicals online as
part of a plan to hide bomb materials
inside dolls and baby carriages to blow
up dams, nuclear plants or the Dallas
home of former President George W.
Bush, the Justice Department said
Thursday.
“After mastering the English language, learning how to build explosives
and continuous planning to target the
infidel Americans, it is time for jihad,”
or holy war, Khalid Ali-M Aldawsari
wrote in his private journal, according
to court documents.
The 20-year-old Aldawsari wrote
that he was planning an attack in the
United States for years, even before
coming to the U.S. on a scholarship.
He said he was influenced by Osama
bin Laden’s speeches and that he
bemoaned the plight of Muslims.
One of the chemical companies, Carolina Biological Supply of
Burlington, N.C., reported $435 in suspicious order by Aldawsari to the FBI
on Feb. 1.
Separately, Con-way Freight, the
shipping company, notified Lubbock
police and the FBI the same day with
similar suspicions because it appeared
the order wasn’t intended for commercial use. Within weeks, federal agents

had traced his other online purchases,
discovered extremist posts he made
on the Internet and secretly searched
his off-campus apartment, computer
and e-mail accounts and read his diary,
according to court records.
TNP, the chemical explosive that
Aldawsari was suspected of trying to
make, has approximately the same
destructive power as TNT. FBI bomb
experts said the amounts in the
Aldawsari case would have yielded
almost 15 pounds of explosive. That’s
about the same amount used per bomb
in the London subway attacks that
killed scores of people in July 2005.
Aldawsari, who was legally in the
U.S. on a student visa, was expected to
appear in federal court on Friday. He
was charged Thursday with attempted
use of a weapon of mass destruction.
Aldawsari entered the U.S. in
October 2008 from Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, to study chemical engineerKHALID ALI-M ALDAWSARI, 20, is shown in this undated photo made availing at Texas Tech University. He
able by the Lubbock County Sheriff’s Office Feb. 24, 2011. The student from Saudi
transferred this year to nearby South
Arabia purchased explosive chemicals over the Internet as part of his plan. AP photo
Plains College, where he was studying
suspicions from neighbors, classmates, Wednesday. “This arrest once again
business. A Saudi industrial company,
teachers or others. But it also showed
underscores the necessity of remainwhich was not identified in court docu- how quickly U.S. law enforcement can
ing vigilant against terrorism here and
ments, was paying his tuition and livmove when tipped that a terrorist plot
abroad,” White House spokesman Nick
ing expenses in the U.S.
may be unfolding.
Shapiro said in a statement.
The terrorism case outlined in court
The White House said President
Bush spokesman David Sherzer
documents was significant because it
Barack Obama was notified about
referred questions about the case to
suggests that radicalized foreigners can the plot before Aldawsari’s arrest
law enforcement officials.
live quietly in the U.S. without raising

Wis. man gets life in
prison for slayings

Final voyage: Space
shuttle Discovery on
way to space station
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP)
– Discovery, the world’s most traveled spaceship, thundered into orbit
for the final time Thursday, heading toward the International Space
Station on a journey that marks the
beginning of the end of the shuttle
era.
The six astronauts on board, all
experienced space fliers, were thrilled
to be on their way after a delay of
nearly four months for fuel tank
repairs. But it puts Discovery on the
cusp of retirement when it returns
in 11 days and eventually heads to a
museum.
Discovery is the oldest of NASA’s
three surviving space shuttles and the
first to be decommissioned this year.
Launch director Mike Leinbach
anticipated it would be “tough” to see
Discovery take off for the 39th and
final time.

LateNiteHumor
Top 10 Ways To Mispronounce
Muammar Qaddafi–
Wednesday, February 23, 2011
10. Mallomar Cookie.
9. Milli Vanilli.
8. Grande No-Foam Latte.
7. Live! with Regis and Kelly.
6. Lady QaQa.
5. Mumizzle Qadizzle.
4. Mouthful of Taffy.
3. Kathy Mavrikakis.
2. Qadaffi Duck.
1. Qarmelo Anthony.

LIBYAN YOUTH STAND ON a destroyed tank at Al-Katiba military base
after it fell to anti-Libyan Leader Moammar Gadhafi protesters few days ago, in
Benghazi, Libya, on Feb. 24. AP photo

Gadhafi strikes back
BENGHAZI, Libya (AP) – Foreign
mercenaries and Libyan militiamen
loyal to Moammar Gadhafi tried to
roll back the uprising against his rule
that has advanced closer to his stronghold in Tripoli, attacking two nearby
cities in battles that killed at least 17
people. But rebels made new gains,
seizing a military air base, as Gadhafi
blamed Osama bin Laden for the
upheaval.
The worst bloodshed was in
Zawiya, 30 miles (50 kilometers) west
of the capital Tripoli. An army unit
loyal to Gadhafi opened fire with
automatic weapons on a mosque where
residents - some armed with hunting
rifles for protection – have been holding a sit-in to support protesters in the
capital, a witness said.
The troops blasted the mosque’s
minaret with an anti-aircraft gun. A
doctor at a field clinic set up at the
mosque said he saw the bodies of 10

dead, shot in the head and chest, as
well as around 150 wounded. A Libyan
news website, Qureyna, put the death
toll at 23 and said many of the wounded could not reach hospitals because of
shooting by “security forces and mercenaries.”
A day earlier, an envoy from
Gadhafi had come to the city from
Tripoli and warned the protesters:
“Either leave or you will see a massacre,” the witness said. On Tuesday
night, Gadhafi himself called on his
supporters to hunt down opponents in
their homes.
Most of the eastern half of Libya
has already broken away, and diplomats, ministers and even a high-ranking cousin have abandoned Gadhafi,
who has ruled Libya for 41 years. He
is still believed to be firmly in control
only of the capital, some towns around
it, the far desert south and parts of
Libya’s sparsely populated center.

MILWAUKEE (AP) – A Milwaukee
man convicted of choking the life
out of seven women during a 21-year
killing spree was sentenced Thursday
to spend the rest of his life in prison,
and prosecutors said they may yet
tie Walter E. Ellis to two or more
unsolved slayings.
Ellis, 50, was convicted last week
after he pleaded no contest to charges
of first-degree intentional homicide
and first-degree murder. Although
the charges carry a mandatory life
sentence, Judge Dennis Cimpl had the
option of allowing the possibility of
parole.
However, Cimpl said the only factor in Ellis’ favor – that by pleading
out he spared the victims’ families
from having to endure a trial – was
like weighing “a feather against thousands of pounds of bad things.”
Cimpl sentenced Ellis on Thursday
to seven consecutive life sentences for
the slayings. Ellis sat impassive as the
sentence was handed down, just as he
had during the previous hour when
a parade of victims’ relatives, some
angry, some tearful, called for justice.
Several remembered the victims
as mothers of small children, as
women who may have led troubled
lives but who didn’t deserve to suffer
at Ellis’ hands. Several called Ellis the
devil, and one said he hoped Ellis’
fellow inmates violate him and treat
him with the same contempt that he
showed his victims.
A few relatives lamented the fact
that Wisconsin does not have the
death penalty. However, the sister of

EDINBURGH & HIGHLANDER

victim Irene Smith said it wasn’t for
humankind to pass such judgment.
“I’m not one to judge,” Virgie Smith
said, her eyes red with tears after the
hearing. “He’s going to get the worst
thing God can give him.”
The sentencing brings a close to a
deadly rampage that ran from 1986 to
2007. The subsequent investigations
eventually forced a complete review of
how the state maintains its DNA database.
All seven victims were strangled,
either by hand or with a rope or clothing tied around their necks. One was
also stabbed.
“Of any way to kill somebody,
that’s probably the most despicable
way to do it,” the judge told Ellis. “You
look at them and you literally choke
their lives away.”
Ellis declined to speak before
sentencing, continuing his silence
that has frustrated and infuriated
those desperate to know what motivated him to kill their loved ones and
whether he felt any remorse. Ellis has
long refused to cooperate with authorities and even with his own lawyers.
Defense attorney Patrick Earle also
declined to speak at the hearing.
Ellis was arrested in 2009 after
police said his DNA matched semen
samples found on six victims and a
blood sample on a can of pepper spray
discovered at the scene of the seventh
slaying. Authorities have said they
began to focus on Ellis after his name
surfaced in connection with a number
of unsolved homicides.
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Pageant: Week aimed at involving friends and family
-continued from page 1

tied for first place.
Engineering Week began Tuesday
and will end Friday with an award ceremony for the department. Chipman
said overall the week has been a success thus far and she, along with her
planning committee, were able to
fulfill all of the dean’s requirements.
Scott Hinton, Dean of the College
of Engineering, said Engineering
Week has accomplished the college
goals of focusing on the students. He
said there has been more participation
than there has been for years and the
students in charge of organizing it
“have done an excellent job.”
Chipman said her committee of
12 other students have “done a ton
of work” to make the week a good
experience for engineering students.
She said at request of the dean, community involvement was an important
aspect to the week that hasn’t been
implemented well in the past.
“We put together displays of engineering projects and we invited the
community,” Chipman said. “I would
say there was 400-500 non-students
who attended, it was great.”
Showing off their work to friends
and family is a reason Hinton said it is
so important for the community to be
involved in E-Week.
“Students get to celebrate who they
are and show off why they like their

Campus & Community

Seminar to help
enhance career

ERIKA WHYTE, LEFT, WON Miss Engineering Thursday as a part of Engineering Week. The senior said she exemplifies the typical female engineer. The pageant consisted of three categories: Enginerd, Brains and Beauty. BRECK BYINGTON
photo

world,” he said.
One main event of the week was
hosting guest speaker Sy Liebergot,
EECOM Flight Controller for Apollo
13. Chipman said it was a great experience listening to Liebergot’s story. She
said listening to his experiences in the
control room was “really cool to hear

about the story firsthand.”
Hinton said the speaker did a great
job and he hopes students realize they
can go on to bigger things in their
lives after school.
“I can only hope all our engineering students will get the opportunity
in their technical career to be part of

something big like the Apollo program,” Hinton said. “Engineers really
have the opportunity to create tomorrow.”

mances in between each section.
The pageant began with the
introduction of the contestants, a
vocal performance by JC Almontes
from the Latino Student Union and
then a contemporary group dance
performed by the contestants to the
song “Jai Ho.” Following the dance,
the Polynesian Student Union did a
Tahitian dance and afterwards the
contestants each performed their
individual contemporary talents.
Largo began the talent competition with an American Sign
Language performance accompanied by Benson Adams to Colbie
Callait and Jason Mraz’s duet,
“Lucky.” Muir followed performing a glow-in-the-dark basketball
routine complete with black lights
and a glowing basketball. John presented a collection of photographs
she took as a hobby, and explained
the significance of each photo in
her personal life, and Slick showed
the beaded jewelry she hand-crafted

and explained the process in making such jewelry and the meaning
behind some of the beaded symbols.
The traditional talent section
is a unique quality exclusive to the
Miss Indian USU pageant, that most
other pageants don’t have.
The traditional talent section
included a group number with
the contestants performing sign
language to the song “Friendship
Fire” played by the live band The
Woodrow Wilsons and sung by
Miss Indian USU 2009-10 Karrie
Begay and adviser Sam Curley.
For the individual traditional talents, Muir began the section with a
shawl dance using some of the techniques she learned from performing
in the 2002 Salt Lake Olympics.
Largo followed with a cradle
board presentation, explaining the
symbols and meanings behind the
utilitarian function of such a cradle
and demonstrated the proper way

to strap a baby into a cradle board.
Next was John, who demonstrated the art of spinning wool into
yarn which can then be used for rug
weaving.
Slick was last for traditional talent, making Blue Mush from water,
a blue corn powder and plant ash
from tree leaves in a demonstration
to the audience.
Each of these talents was specific
to the Native American culture, specifically to each contestant’s tribe
and had been taught to them by
earlier generations.
Following the traditional talents,
the judges deliberated on a winner.
Judges of the pageant included Joyce
Albrecht, wife of USU President
Stan Albrecht, Eric Olson, associate vice president for student services and Angela Enno, a Native
American graduate student.

– catherine.meidell@aggiemail.usu.edu
– megan.b@aggiemail.usu.edu

Largo wins USU’s Miss Indian Pageant
By ALLIE JEPPSON
staff writer

Cassi Largo, a sophomore majoring in art history, won USU’s Miss
Indian USU Pageant Wednesday
night, becoming the new Miss
Indian USU for 2011-12 and replacing the previous Miss Indian USU,
Gabrielle George.
Dawnelle John, a sophomore
majoring in social work, took the
award of first attendant, second
attendant went to Jeorcinda Slick, a
senior in Environmental Chemistry
and Karli Muir, an elementary education major, took third attendant.
The Miss Indian USU Pageant,
presented by the Native American
Student Council (NASC), is similar
to most pageants in that the program consists of a group performance, an individual talent portion
and impromptu questioning for
each candidate with various perfor-

Briefs

– allie.jeppson@aggiemail.usu.edu

Candidates talked student fees and programming

By MEGAN BAINUM
assistant news editor

The campaigning continued at 12:30 on
Wednesday with the Statesman Vice Presidential
Debate, where the candidates for Programming VP,
Athletics VP and Student Advocate debated over
issues like HURD, student fees and university events.
Editor in chief of The Statesman Benjamin Wood
opened up the debate by asking the candidates for
student advocate for their thoughts about one of the
current issues, Common Hour. Rob Jepson said it isn’t
his opinion about common hour that matters, it’s the
students’. He said he feels like there is so much resentment among students because it was “forced on them”
and he wants to get students’ votes on the matter and
go from there. Jason Russell said when he talks to students about Common Hour, many of them don’t know
what it is and that is the main problem.
“It is just about getting the information out there,”
Russell said. “We need to pinpoint exactly what students’ concerns are and adjust.”
Jepson and Russell stressed student involvement,
and said their jobs are to cater to what the students
want. The two candidates did disagree on the issue of

CANDIDATES WILL CONTINUE TO campaign
throughout campus until Friday at 3 p.m. and final winners will be announced Friday at 5 p.m. BENJAMIN
WOOD photo

student fees, however, and how they plan to address
that issue next year.
Russell said his experience working on the USU fee
board has made him realize that fees are never going
to go down significantly because so many organizations on campus are asking for money all the time.
“It just isn’t realistic to see fees going down dramatically,” Russell said.
However, Jepson said after talking with Vice
President for Student Services James Morales, he
believes reducing fees is a logical expectation.
“There are a lot of fees in place that were implemented decades ago that are simply not doing what
they were meant to do,” Jepson said. “Not only are student fees able to be cut, they absolutely should be cut.”
The programming vice president candidates,
Jackson Cozzens and Zach Larsen, were asked if they
thought bigger events were better, or if variety was
better, and each had a differing opinion.
Larsen said a variety of different evens is beneficial
and can appeal to more of a student population.
“Big is good, but variety is just as good, and important,” he said.
Cozzens disagreed, saying bigger is better. He
said he wants to “make the big events huge” by having high-profile bands. He said USU is known for its
big parties and bigger events are better than variety
throughout the year. He said it “shocked him” to realize how many people weren’t attending events, and
that is something he hopes to improve if he is elected.
A student asked the candidates how they felt about
having more educational activities as well, instead of
just parties, and both were in favor.
Larsen said that is a benefit of Common Hour, and
he wants to see programming utilize that hour and
bring bigger speakers that would be beneficial for the
students.
The athletics vice president candidates, Ryan Baylis
and Mike Woodfield, were asked multiple questions
about their plans for the HURD, and both said they
want to make that organization the “student section
for sports.”
Baylis said right now, if students join the HURD,
the only thing they are getting with that $25 fee is a Tshirt.
“I just want to get it to the point where we get students involved and make the HURD not such a waste
of money,” he said.
Woodfield also said he doesn’t see much of a benefit to joining the HURD the way it stands right now.

Woodfield said he wants to increase the benefits of
becoming a HURD member by adding things like
discounts at restaurants around town, and have events
that benefit HURD members specifically. He said
having things like barbecues will get more people
involved.
Baylis said one of his main goals if elected is to
bring the Coaches Show back to campus. He said that
has been something that has really bothered him this
past year and wants to make it better than before. He
said he wants everyone in the student section at games
to want to become a HURD member.
Woodfield said he wants to focus on the retention
of HURD members and really focus in on freshmen.
Baylis agreed, saying the biggest problem with the
university he wants to see fixed is more integration.
He said freshmen are the students who are out doing
school activities.
“If you are living on campus, you should be a member of the HURD,” he said.
When asked if they thought the athletics fee that
was increased a few years ago has been well spent,
both candidates said USU fans are getting well over
what they are paying for.
Another goal Baylis has is better organization and
participation in the club sports on campus. He said
right now it is hard to find any information on any
sport and would like to see a website where everything
can be found. He wants to have streaming videos and
pictures from “every club sport we have” and make it
easy to find information about how to sign up, as well
as the schedule for the year.
Woodfield agreed, saying intramural and club
sports are fun and relatively inexpensive, and he wants
to get the word out through social networking so more
people know about it.
Social networking and informing students through
technology was a main point brought up by every
candidate. Jepson said by using things like e-mail,
Facebook and the USU website, more students will be
able to voice their concerns and ideas. Russell said the
USU iPhone and Android app is also an important
tool those in office should take advantage of.
“There are so many things we have at our hands.
We need to implement something that makes it easy
for students to get their voice out there,” Russell said.
– megan.b@aggiemail.usu.edu

Register for a communication
seminar beginning in March that
will enhance your career opportunities. Communication is the
essence of leadership and the key to
personal and professional success.
Enjoy the work of The Institute of
Communication and Leadership
team, complete the seminar and
receive a certificate of completion
that will enhance your career portfolio.
The seminar will explore fundamental concepts of interpersonal
communication and relationship
building and highlight the central
role that trust plays in working effectively with others.
The seminar is three days, once a
week for three weeks, and costs $40.
Contact Amber Neil for more information, 801–628–7785.

Day in the snow
with Winter Trails
Winter Trails Day on Saturday
Feb. 26 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. offers
people of all ages and abilities an
opportunity to get outside in the
winter and enjoy a day in the snow.
Learn to snowshoe and cross country ski, free of charge! Equipment
will be available on site. Hardware
Ranch, Highway 101, Hyrum UT.

Show performed by
Student theatre
On Monday, Feb. 28 from 7:30–
9:30 p.m. Utah State University’s
Theatre Student Association presents Mrs. Hill who tells the story
of Pastor Paul Hill and his wife,
Mrs. Becky Hill.
During the growing economic
recession of 2009, Mr. Hill grapples with HIV and a diminishing
congregation. His wife, Mrs. Hill,
vows to save her husband’s life no
matter the cost. After exhausting
all known resources, Mrs. Hill
attempts a dangerous balancing
act between everlasting punishment and redemption, prostituting herself as a call girl.
This production explores society’s
perception of right and wrong
when placed in an impossible situation. Admission is $5 and will be
held in the Chase Fine Arts Center,
Studio Theatre. For tickets call
435-797-8022.

Collection of art
comes to Utah State
Utah State University’s Nora
Eccles Harrison Museum of Art
hosts an “Evening for Educators”
event March 4, from 4-7 p.m. as
part of SWAP (State Wide Art
Partnership.)
SWAP is a collective of museum
and art educators from across the
state, including representatives from
the Springville Museum of Art, BYU
Museum of Art, UMFA, the Nora
Eccles Harrison Museum of Art and
other museums. Elementary and
secondary art teachers from the
state are included as well.
All teachers or interested educators are invited to attend. USOE
licensure points are available for the
three-hour attendance.
Attendees will also visit the art
museum proper to view the working drawings and development of
“Passacaglia.” Light refreshments
will be served at the end of the
workshop. RSVP names will be
entered in a drawing for Zometool
kits and priority check-out for classroom kits.
USU’s art museum offers public school tours aligned with core
curriculum for a limited number
of students per year to work with
Zometools in the presence of
“Passacaglia.”
Workshop RSVP is required
through District Arts Coordinator
Jody Treat, 435-752-3925 or the art
museum education office, 435-7970165.

-Compiled from staff
and media reports
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New York professor speaks about independence
By KEATON REED
staff writer

Instructors and students need to take
a different approach to research assignments, said Randy Hensley, professor
and head of instruction of the Newman
Library at Baruch College in New York.
In his presentation to more than 50
USU faculty members on Thursday, Feb.
24, Hensley said, “Students need an environment where they can be independent
… it is my experience that when I tell a
student that they know something, they
disengage from the ‘right answer’ and
take risks.”
Hensley said independence is an
important element of inquiry-based
learning, which was the topic of his
lecture, “Inquiry-Based Learning: ReThinking ‘Research’ Assignments to
Enhance Learning.” His visit to USU was a
part of the Provost Series on Instructional
Excellence.
In his presentation, Hensley cited
an article titled “A Perfect Storm in
Undergraduate Education” by Thomas
Benton, where Benton said, “The patterns
of selection and resource allocation are
not driven by educational needs so much
as they are the result of competition for
the most enjoyable and least difficult
four-year experience.”
Hensley said this mentality, along with
several other factors, is causing a decline
in our higher education system, but one

of the remedies is inquiry-based learning.
“The questions matter as much, if not
more, than the answers,” Hensley said,
“Content comes from the inquiry process.”
He also said that too often the purpose of education and research is finding
answers and sources, and because of that
students don’t always see their sources as
part of a larger pool of knowledge.
Vice Provost Yolanda Niemann said,
“Students are consumer oriented, they
are looking for answers… some of our
students don’t know that this (research) is
a process.”
Wendy Holliday, coordinator of
library instruction, said: “I get students
who ask: ‘I need five sources on X that
match this criteria…’ They are not looking for knowledge, they are looking for
sources.”
Hensley said research assignments
should be evaluated and modified to
encourage more inquiry, and instructors
shouldn’t assume that students understand the importance of their assignments.
“We need to find ways to get the
assignment to link with their experience
or an experience they create.” Hensley
said.
Holliday said, “Many assignments are
designed to find information but not necessarily evaluate it.”
Holliday also said she would like to see
more scenario-based assignments being

used in classes. One example she gave
was rather than having students write a
research paper about autism, instructors
could have their students research ways to
advise parents on how to raise an autistic
child.
“My goal is to get faculty members to
work with librarians to develop assignments and learning activities in class to
get students to actually engage in using
information to learn,” Holliday said.
Hensley said inquiry-based assignments should have a more central role in
college courses, so everything students
learn will point them towards those
assignments.
“The ultimate goal is coherence based
on inquiry,” Hensley said. “They (students) will get paid to solve problems, our
job is to find a pedagogical approach to
help prepare them.”
Holliday said she proposed Hensley
as guest speaker because of his successful strategies to engage instructors and
students in inquiry-based learning and
research processes.
“This is not an easy change, but I hope
that we can start some conversations so
faculty can work more with librarians,”
Holliday said.
“Some will be more prone to (inquirybased learning) than others,” Hensley
said. “In some disciplines it will be harder
than others, but it will have great value.”
– keaton.reed@aggiemail.usu.edu

RANDY HENSLEY, PROFESSOR AT Baruch College in New York
spoke Thursday about higher education as a part of the Provost Series on
Instructional Excellence. Hensley said questions matter just as much as
results when it comes to research. ARMEN HOVSEPYAN photo

Votes: Large social networks key to successful campaign Smalley says
-continued from page 1

until Tues. 17 when Kade Hansen officially
applied to be a write-in candidate.
When asked why she thought Hansen chose
to run against her so late in the game, Kirsten
responded, “I can’t think of a good reason. I
think it is because he doesn’t like the idea of an
uncontested campaign.”
Kirsten explained that the position of vice
president requires a special skill set to do the job
officially, a skill set that Kirsten has acquired
over the years. She is a complete advocate for
campaigns to be contested, but feels the position
of vice president is too difficult of a position to
try to win as a write-in without an idea of how to
do the job properly.
Aggie Radio director and persona, Jordan
Allred, who made it through the primaries as
a Diversity vice president candidate, said in all
honesty, it will take a miracle for him to beat his
opponent Brooke Evans in the finals. Shocked
that he received more votes than three others
campaigning against him, he said he knows he
still has his work cut out for him in the final campaigning. He said his goals are focused mainly
around student organization development.
“Diversity VP has a lot to do with organizations,” Allred said. “I want to make organizations
more money efficient.”

Student advocate candidates, Rob Jepson and
Jason Russell, will run a tight race with Jepson
leading by 22 votes, and Russell said they have
both discussed the possible outcome of the
position. Russell said they both expressed they
would be devastated because they have put so
much time into their campaigns. Russell said he
believes his experience and being the only candidate to have sat on the student fee board will help
him.
“I was sorry to see Sam didn’t make it because
he seems like a really great guy,” Jepson said. “I
think Jason is running a great campaign. I am
excited to keep on trucking and may the best
man win.”
Trevor Nelson, the current graduate vice president, is gearing up for final elections. Nelson
said that he did not know what to expect in the
primary election. His main campaign strategy
has been word of mouth where as his contender,
Cami Jones, is more of a typical campaign.
Nelson said he is at the advantage because he is
already in the position and will be able to move
forward smoothly and with consistency.
He feels the hardest part will be getting
graduate students to vote. Last year 180 students
voted and this year only 130 voted. He plans to
have the graduate school send an impartial email

encouraging students to vote.
Two of the most contested colleges were the
Jon M. Huntsman School of Business with six
candidates, Caine College of the Arts (CCA) with
five candidates, and College of Humanities and
Social Science (HASS) with four candidates.
The two that came out on top in the school of
business are Scot Marsden and McKell Lyman,
with Marsden leading the race by 10 votes.
Bryce Smalley, who lost his chance at a place
in the finals for the school of business senator,
said he felt as though the winners in this college
had large social networks within the business
school, which is key in making it through the primaries.
Brady Mathews was one of the two candidates
to pass the primary election for CCA. Mathews
expressed that it was hard to know how the campaign was going. He felt that because they were
only allowed to campaign in the middle of campus rather than by the art buildings, students
were unaware of candidates that were running
and were not interested in voting. Mathews said
that CCA has over 1,000 students and only 300
voted. His opponent is Mary Jacobsen.
Mathews is determined to increase the number of CCA students who vote for final elections.
He plans to do this through asking professors to
encourage students to vote.
“Mostly I think people aren’t educated,”
Mathews said. “They don’t take the time to read
the candidates platform statements or even look
at who is running.”
HASS senator candidate, Rhett Wilkinson
was pleasantly surprised when his name was
announced as a final candidate.
“I assumed Erika was going to make it to the
finals because she has a good campaign and
is very well-known,” Wilkinson said. “I also
thought Andy with the boom box would get me.”
Wilkinson said his heart was beating when
they announced his name as a final candidate. Of

all the candidates, Wilkinson said Erika Nelson
will be the most difficult senator to run against
because of her involvement. Wilkinson said he
has the advantage because his platform is far better than Nelson’s and he is unsure how she will
carry out her platform if she does win.
Another HASS senator candidate, Andy
Rawlings, was not so fortune after the announcement of the primary elections.
“My goal was to associate my name with the
image of me dancing,” Rawlings said. “I wanted
to be known as the fun guy. I knew I was not as
qualified as others so I decided to have more fun
with my qualifications on the website and I think
that hurt me.”
Rawlings said that playing the boom box
loudly and dancing might have been annoying to
other candidates. However, he felt that the tactic
was very attention grabbing and he had fun seeing people smile. The hardest thing for him was
understanding how to reach the HASS students.
Compared to last year, Kayla Harris, a member of the grievance committee, said approximately the same number of grievances were filed,
however, candidates with grievances filed against
them have responded well due to the recently
implemented ethics section of the campaign
bylaws.
“A big thing we’ve done with grievances
is made the candidate stay away from social
media,” said Alanna Hill, assistant director of
Student Involvement and Leadership.
Though she cannot speak to certain instances
where grievances were filed, she said she does not
believe any of the candidates had “ill intentions”
during their campaigns, and simply did not
understand some of the campaign bylaws.
– kayla.hall@aggiemail.usu.edu

Debate: Final results announced Friday
-continued from page 1
concerned, Nuehring said he would appreciate more students attending planning meetings to offer input. He said ASUSU committees are thrilled to hear students’ two cents
pertaining to activities they would like to
attend on campus.
“I would also like to get the student
advocate saying ‘What do you want done?’”
Nuehring said.
Mikkelsen said he plans to involve more
campus groups in events planning to ensure
more events are available that would be of
interest to more members of the student
body.
“I definitely want to encourage more
diversity in events planning,” he said.
An audience member asked the presidential candidates how they will improve
involvement among USU students, and
Nuehring said after speaking with Student
Services vice president James Morales, he
found sending e-mails to students is possible,
and a plausible device for spreading programming news
“I want to continue to help students
understand that getting involved will help
them grow academically, it will help them
socially and help them grow as a person,”
Nuehring said.
Mikkelsen said he wants to use two methods to increase student involvement: Staff
the ASUSU info booth full-time with ASUSU
officers to answers students’ questions. The
second to allow students to meet with the

president’s cabinet about involvement questions.
“I want to use the cabinet as a one-on-one
task force,” he said, “then the cabinet can
connect the students to the people who can
help them become more involved.”
Nuehring has a difficult time allowing others to help him, he said, which is a
weakness he needs to overcome, and realizes he will be more successful if he spreads
responsibility among all ASUSU appointed
and elected leaders. Mikkelsen said he has
had difficulty with time management, but
through his experience as a fraternity president has learned how to delegate responsibilities.
“Voting Keenan means voting experience
… it means quality leadership,” Nuehring
said.
In his closing statement, Mikkelsen
said he was grateful for the support he has
received from the students. He also said he
has had multiple leadership roles around
campus which have prepared him to be
ASUSU president.
“Voting for me means voting to put students first,” he said.
– rouchelle.brockman@aggiemail.usu.edu
– catherine.meidell@aggiemail.usu.edu
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Siblings bring sonorous sounds to the city
By ALLEE EVENSON
staff writer

With their ability to switch from Hungarian
Rhapsody No. 2 to a Star Wars Medley without
missing a beat, the 5 Browns will take the Ellen
Eccles Theater stage tonight and Tuesday for two
sold-out shows.
Ellen Eccles Theater Programming Director
Amanda Castillo said the concert is a great tourism opportunity for Cache Valley and a good way
to highlight talent that comes out of Utah.
“It’s kind of a neat little Utah’s-own story,” she
said. “We try to bring in the best of the best.”
According to their website, The 5 Browns
– Ryan, Melody, Gregory, Deondra and Desirae
– hit stardom after becoming the first family of
five siblings to be concurrently accepted into to
the Julliard School of Music. The siblings, according to Castillo, grew up in a home that appreciated
music. They started playing at the age of 3 and
haven’t stopped.
Manager Steven Gates said it’s an anomaly to
have five siblings reach a professional level, which
is part of why they can play for many age ranges
and personalities.
Since their Julliard days, they have traveled
across the globe, performing for audiences of
all types. Their third album “The 5 Browns in
Hollywood,” a combination of classic Hollywood
soundtracks arranged specially for them, hit stores
last May. Castillo described the songs as recognized, but not widely performed.
“They’re doing classical works more hip,” she
said. “It’s cool that they’re reaching a younger audience. They’ve got a fun set that varies from light to
heavy (pieces).”
The idea of them coming to Logan came to
Wally Bloss, the executive director of the Ellen
Eccles Theater, when he first saw the 5 Browns in

Salt Lake a few years ago. He was blown away by
their talent, and knew he had to get them in Cache
Valley.
“They’re young, fresh,” he said. “They breath
life into classical music. They make it exciting.”
Like Billy Joel and Duke Ellington, the 5
Browns are Steinway artists, a status symbol in
the music world. This means that they only play
professionally on Steinway pianos. This also
allows them to rent Steinways at no cost and travel
around the country with the pianos.
Castillo said while the theater is always looking
for new acts and ideas, they don’t usually book
local artists unless they have a large draw. The 5
Browns, she said, are wholesome family entertainment, something many people in Logan look for.
A show in Northern Utah is a first for the Utahbased group. Originally, Bloss said the theater
tried to book the show consecutively with the
Browns’ November show at Kingsbury Hall in
Salt Lake, but a scheduling conflict arose and the
Theater had to arrange a spring concert.
Castillo said getting the five siblings to Logan
has been a task more than a year in the making.
Besides booking the group, the theater had to
figure out the logistics of getting five pianos on
stage. The most they have fit is two. Despite the
challenges, she said the concert represents the
community well and that Brown’s fans excited for
the event.
The group has preformed on college campuses
all over the country. Part of the draw, Bloss said, is
their age. They can play anything from contemporary to classical, he said, and make it their own.
“They’re not just stiff, boring, artists in a tux
and tie,” he said. “They interact with the audience.
They have charisma. They love what they do and it
shows.”
Castillo said another unique thing is though
they love their music, they lead normal lives, creating hobbies for themselves outside of the practice

THE 5 BROWNS, SIBLINGS native to Utah, have all attended Julliard’s school of music after playing
the piano since the age of three. The siblings have recorded several albums and travelled across the country performing their family-friendly entertainment.

room. One such project is Threadethic.com, a
clothing website created by Desirae and Melody
in December of 2010 that focuses on the motto:
“Brave enough to make strong fashion choices,
confident enough not to bare it all.”
“They’ve got flair, style, and fashion,” Castillo
said. “They’re fun and approachable.”
What makes the Browns most different,
Manager Steven Gates said, is not just that they

all graduated from Julliard, but that they have the
ability to perform flawlessly in sync yet be individual artists.
“They each have an individual voice on the
piano,” said Gates. “The cohesiveness of them
together is remarkable.”
– allee.evensen@aggiemail.usu.edu

Annual Pow Wow brings cultures together
by JESSICA BLACK
staff writer

This weekend the Native American Student Council (NASC)
is putting on their 38th Annual Echoing Traditions Pow Wow in
the Nelson Fieldhouse. The festivities are open to the public and
kick off on Friday, Feb. 25, at 7 p.m. with the Grand Entry, where
all the dances come together for the opening ceremonies. On
Saturday, Feb. 26, there will be another Grand Entry at 12 p.m.
Sandra McCabe, a junior in dietetics and the President of the
NASC, said the whole purpose of the Pow Wow is to promote
Native American culture as well as create awareness. McCabe
has attended various Pow Wows for the past three years and said
most universities have Pow Wows and USU’s Pow Wow is meant
to celebrate the culture.
Multicultural Program Coordinator Sam Curley said the
event is open to the public and people who come usually bring
chairs because the bleachers fill up very quickly. He said the Pow
Wow was traditionally a gathering of warriors and over time
it evolved into a Pow Wow of competitive dancing. Curley said
every dance and song has a special and sacred meaning behind
it.
One dance in particular started with the Plains Indians and
is called the grass dance. Originally, the men of the tribe would
do this dance to flatten the grass in an area to prepare it for the
other dances and dancers. Curley said now, the dance is a test
of endurance and stamina to see how long the male dancers can
last in the fast-paced songs that can last up to five or six min-

utes.
Karrie Begay, a junior in business and marketing, and the
vice president of the NASC said the judges award the cash prizes
to the dancers based on the best dance moves, stamina and
endurance depending on the dance performed. They also can
request another song or two to see the dancers perform again.
Begay said the group had received various generous donations from several of the colleges such as the college of HASS,
agriculture, engineering and several others on campus.
“There is a philosophy of the Pow Wow,” said Curley. “The
circle is to honor mother earth, bring the community together,
honor our ancestors and is a symbol of the never ending circle of
life.”
Begay said that as a part of honoring their ancestors, the
NASC is planning a giveaway prize to the senior citizens. Begay
said they plan on giving them fruit baskets that will promote
healthy living and show their appreciation for all that they do.
McCabe emphasized the importance of elders when she
explained why the eagle feather was sacred in their culture. She
said that if an eagle feather falls to the floor from a dancer’s
costume, a prayer needs to be said over it by an elder so they can
pick it back up.
“The eagle is our grandfather,” said McCabe, “we have that
respect for Mother Nature and believe all animals have spirits.
The eagle spirit is wisdom.”
Curley said one of the reasons the NASC likes having the Pow
Wow on the USU campus is so different Native Americans can
experience the campus and see what it might be like to go to

school there. He said he hopes those that come will remember
the campus later in life and remember the good times they had
with the Pow Wow.
Along with the dances, Curley said the club is making fry
bread, Navajo tacos and other festive foods, as well as inviting
vendors to come and display their handy work such as jewelry
and pottery.
The fee to attend this event is $2 for senior citizens and USU
students with ID, $3 for the general public and free for children
under seven. McCabe said that the NASC would love to have
student support and that it would be a great opportunity for students to get a real taste and feel for the culture.
“It’s just a very different experience from when you read
about, to when you can actually see it and experience it.”
McCabe said.
– jessica.black@aggiemail.usu.edu

THE 38TH ANNUAL ECHOING Traditions Pow Wow,
organized by the Native American Student Council, gives attendees
and opportunity to observe and participate in traditional Native
American dances and chants. photo courtesy SAM CURLEY
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A gearhead’s salute: Is the product worth the price?
Recently, I took a gear
census. I called for all my
adventure equipment, from
headlamps to longboards,
to stand up and be counted. I pulled out all my gear
and various items stashed
away in nooks and crannies around my apartment
and laid it all out to see just
how much of it there really
was. I have to say that I was
somewhat surprised by the size of the pile when it was all
set out.
There was 400 feet of climbing rope draped over the
frames of my bikes. My skis and snowboards were leaning against the wall; my longboards and sliding gloves
crowded in close by. There were a half-dozen jackets, four
pairs of gloves and a set of snowshoes. The airboard, looking a bit deflated, awaited further orders. My four pairs of
climbing shoes stood at attention with all the carabeeners needed to create a system with enough mechanical
advantage to hoist an elephant. The webbing from various
slack lines and anchors was neatly tied and waiting for
use. Packs, sleeping bags and hammocks lay still. There
were some members missing, tucked away in storage: the
wakeboard and the skate deck were nowhere to be seen.
As I stood there looking at my amassment of gear, I
couldn’t help but imagine price tags attached to all of it.
I thought of how much I had spent to bring them here to
this assembly and then on the various adventures we had
shared. Of course, I, like any other gearhead, never paid
“full price” for anything. We instead waited for the “sale”
when the overpriced gear would be lowered to a “bargain” which is usually what a reasonable price would have
been.
As I added the numbers up in my head, I had to admit,
it was a daunting figure. I wondered if my priorities were
straight. Was I piddling away my hard-won earnings in
frivolous pursuits? I looked at the gear and questioned
myself. Was I buying stuff just to have stuff? The gear
stared back silently. It all seemed to have little to say.
I bent down and picked up one end of my climbing
rope. Turning it over between my fingers, they came away
black. Bringing them to my nose, I smelt the familiar scent
of rock as it is being climbed. I thought of the afternoons
that this rope had halted my falls and returned me to the
ground. I thought of the numerous smiles that climbing

Dusty’s

Trails

Dusty Nash

AFTER ASSEMBLING ALL HIS gear, Dusty Nash questioned whether his money had been well spent. He soon realized the memories
attached to the dirt and mud still covering some pieces of equipment, the experiences of using the tools, made the pretty penny he paid
worth it. DUSTY NASH photo

with it had brought to my life.
I looked at the mud that was still caked on the tires of
my mountain bike from the last ride of the fall. I thought
of the feeling of wind in my face as I bombed the trail, too
happy to touch the brakes. I looked at the scratches in my
snowboard from late spring tree runs and the wear on my
sliding gloves from long power slides over smooth pavement.
As I looked at each member of my gear collection, the
price tags I had imagined seemed to melt away. In their
place, I saw instead a list of good times that accompanied
each piece of gear. There were stories of afternoons in

parks, mornings in the canyon and nights on the pavement. Sure it was stuff that cost money. But I had traded
money for gear, and made memories with the gear that
money could never buy.
With a smile on my face I threw a salute to the gear. It
has served me well. Some of it had been injured on the
adventures; some of it has grown old and had to retire. But
still, it was ever by my side. So from one gearhead to all of
his gear, “Here’s looking at you.”
– dustynash@gmail.com

Game sequel brings interesting characters but lacks variety
It has been 10 years
since
“Marvel
Vs.
“Marvel vs.
Capcom 2” blessed
Capcom
3”
consoles and arcades
alike with its incredibly
deep, addictive gameGaming
play and gigantic character roster. During that
time, millions of gamers
spent hours mastering
combos and devastat- NathanChristensen
ing friends with their
favorite characters, all
the while waiting for the sequel. “Marvel Vs. Capcom
3” is here and it was worth the wait.
The first thing that you will notice when you put in
“Marvel Vs. Capcom 3” is the visual style. Characters
look like they came straight out of a comic book and
the entire game adopts that feel. Colors are bright
and deep and everything is very well drawn and animated, making the entire experience a visual comic
book dream. Stages look so good it’s hard not to let
your eyes drift away from the action to look at the
stunning backdrops, and characters visually move
so smoothly you forget you’re controlling them.
The game also has some awesome effects that take
advantage of the game’s style. Never did I experience
any graphical hiccups while playing the game. Sound
is also handled well enough. All the characters have
their own sayings and stage music is upbeat always
fitting the unique style of each stage. “MvC3” is one
of the best looking fighting games on the market and
has the most style.
That style carries right into the gameplay. The
Marvel Vs. Capcom series is known for the depth
and excitement of its three-on-three all star battles and “MvC3” carries on that tradition proudly.
Gameplay is fast and frantic, requiring precision timing and quick reflexes. It will take hours to master
the many combos and specials each character brings
to the table. Many gamers will spend hours in training, learning new combos and specials with different
character sets. Some of the combos and specials can
get absolutely insane. It’s extremely satisfying to pull
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off that super-combo you have been practicing and
watch your opponent’s health drop.
The geniuses at Capcom also understand that
not everyone wants to spend hours practicing to
be awesome, which is why there is the new simple
control scheme option. This setting will map multiple
button presses to one button, making specials and
combos much easier to execute, allowing for more
competitive matches between vets and newbies. For
example a move that requires three directions followed by two attacks would be done by hitting one
direction and one attack. They do, however, limit the
most powerful moves for normal mode which means
experienced players will still have the upper hand.
The best thing about and a Marvel Vs. Capcom
game though is the characters and “MvC3” is no
exception. Featuring an all-star cast that consists of
recognizable faces, like Ryu and Spiderman, as well
as some fan favorites like X-23 and Viewtiful Joe,
both universes are well represented. They are also
incredibly well-balanced. I never felt a particular
character was too strong or too weak. All 36 fighters
have their own style and fill different roles. It allows
gamers to constantly be able to compete with their
favorite characters, as well as ensuring a variety in
the characters people use. There are a lot of recognizable faces missing from the second game, which
featured 20 more characters. The roster will expand,
however, through DLC with at least two more fighters on the way and who knows how many more in
the future.
Unfortunately as much variety as the game has in
gameplay, it lacks it pretty much every where else.
The game really only has five modes consisting of
arcade, online versus, offline versus, mission mode
and training mode. The arcade fails to stand out
because of the complete lack of any kind of story,
making it more like something to do to try out your
moves in real fights. Online is handled really well with
eight player lobbies and quick and ranked matches
that will keep hardcore fans playing and make sure
you always have someone to fight. There is just nothing really to do outside of that. Mission mode is there
to teach you some cool combos and training is …

well, training. This is disappointing considering it has
become a standard these days for fighting games
to offer a lot of variety so you’re not forced to play
online if your playing alone.
Lack of variety aside, “Marvel Vs. Capcom 3” is
a can’t-miss for fans of the series and new-comers
alike. With an incredibly balanced character roster,
some of the deepest and best controls in the genre,
and not to mention boasting one of the best visual
presentations around, “MvC3” is sure to keep buttons mashing for months to come.

It’s funny how a few
bands are well-known and
“The King of
loved by some people,
Limbs”
while virtually unheard
Grade:
Aof by many others; bands
that are incredibly talRhythm
ented, but unfortunately
known to a smaller –
but very loyal – fan base;
bands such as Nickel
Creek, Bright Eyes and, RexColinMitchell
the subject of my column
today, Radiohead.
Radiohead was formed way back in 1985, making it
one of those few good things to come out of the ‘80s.
They were just a bunch of high school kids at the time,
but as the years went on, they were able to get some
record deals and make it big.
While they were never in the spotlight, they have
influenced many artists that came after them, and not
just popular artists. For example, I was first introduced
to Radiohead when I saw an arrangement of their song
“Paranoid Android” for string quartet, in a magazine
mostly dedicated to classical music.
Intrigued, I went and bought “OK Computer,” an
album that quickly made its place as one of my favorites. My brother was 11 at the time, and was thoroughly
scared by the band, but I played it for him enough to
win him over.
A few years ago, Radiohead made headlines with
their album “In Rainbows,” which was a digital release
for which listeners could name their own price. The

best part was that $0 was an option. I didn’t pay a
thing for that album, and it was totally legal. Thank you,
Radiohead.
Last week, the band released its eighth album, “The
King of Limbs.” Don’t ask about the title, I don’t get it
either. But, then again, anyone familiar with Radiohead,
from “OK Computer” onward, knows better than to
try to make sense of their lyrics or album names. Just
accept it and move on – you’ll be much happier that
way.
It is a shorter album than usual, only eight tracks long,
lasting around 40 minutes. It starts off with “Bloom,” a
rhythmic song that sets up the feel for the rest of the
album. It’s has a big, sonorous sound, with electronic
effects, heavy drums, rhythmic bass, strings, brass, all
topped by Thom Yorke’s soaring, echoing vocals. They
choose a sounds that overwhelms more than jumps out
at you.
The next track has a similar sound, but using different means. “Morning Mr. Magpie” again gives the
sweeping, heavy sound of before, but instead of using
electronic effects, they use different guitar riffs played
simultaneously, none of them standing out enough to
stay in your mind. They blend together to make some
pulsing, complex rhythms that are really quite incredible.
The rest of the album follows suit, building rhythms
that really hold your attention. One thing thing that
most of the tracks lack is a melody that repeats enough

– nathan.c@aggiemail.usu.edu

MARVEL VS. CAPCOM 3 revives some familiar Marvel and
Capcom characters with smooth gameplay. The lack of variety,
though, makes single-player gaming a challenge.

Radiohead does it again with ‘The King of Limbs’

Reviews

- See ALBUM, page 7
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Liam Neeson thrills again in new Hitchcock-esque film
The first thing to know
about “Unknown” is that it
Staff
is not a sequel to “Taken.”
“Unknown”
Guy
XXXX
The second thing to know
Grade: B+
about “Unknown” is that
it is a well-done thriller
that will keep you guessing until the end.
After a long flight to
Berlin, Germany for a biotechnology conference,
botanist Martin Harris
(Liam Neeson) takes a
taxi and becomes separated from his wife (January
Jones) in a search for his missing briefcase. A traffic
accident occurs, and Harris is knocked unconscious,
and wakes up four days later in a hospital.
Yielding to the doctor’s questions, Harris tries to
remember the events of the crash and information
about who he is. All he can tell anyone at first is that
his name is Martin Harris. Following a newscast about
the conference, his memories begin to come back to
him, so he signs himself out of the hospital and begins
searching for his wife.
Looking disheveled and escorted by hotel security,
Harris finds his wife at a conference party. She doesn’t
recognize him and is accompanied by a man who she
introduces as her husband, Martin Harris. Confused
and angry, Harris is removed from the building.
Observations made during the accident help Harris
track down the taxi cab driver, Gina (Diane Kruger).
After thanking her for saving his life, he tells her his
situation and she offers to help.
Realizing that there may be more to the situation
than meets the eye, Harris and Gina combine resources with Ernst Jürgen (Bruno Ganz) a proud former
Stasi member who has a talent for finding people.
Thus begins the journey of discovering the identity of
Martin Harris.
Identity is the key to this movie. How does someone know who they are? Is it because they know their
name or can remember things they’ve done in the
past? What if nobody else believes them? How does
someone prove who they are based on their memories alone?

Reel

Reviews

Spencer Palmer

Since “Unknown” is based on a book, “Out of
My Head” by Didier Van Cauwelaert, some readers
may be skeptical, but the movie stuck to the main
points of the book rather well. The location of the
story for the movie was moved from Paris, France to
Berlin, Germany in an attempt to limit confusion with
“Taken.”
Between the many conspiracy theories and the rise
of identity theft, the basic ideas of the movie may not
be as far-fetched as they may first seem.
Enthusiasts of Neeson will enjoy “Unknown.” His
character demonstration through his fierce or tender
voice is always memorable. He once again proves
his worth as an action actor, but his character is still
someone people can relate to.
As this is Jones’ first action movie, I can say she did
a good job in portraying a character that can’t be easily defined without revealing secrets.
Unflinching and strong, Kruger’s character develops through her interactions with Neeson’s character.
Gina is an illegal immigrant who happened to be at
the wrong place at the wrong time, and she pays the
consequences as she chooses to stay with Harris in his
quest for identity. Kruger did a fantastic job in bringing balance to the movie.
The character of Jürgen is one of the most helpful
in the search for and discovery of Martin Harris. He is
the source with the sources to help people find other
people. He is flawed but likeable and resourceful.
I enjoyed the music, which was composed by John
Ottman and Alexander Rudd. The score to “Unknown”
helped shape the mood of the film and the feelings of
the characters, and it all blended in with and added
value to the film, which seems typical of Ottman.
Fans of Alfred Hitchcock movies will probably
enjoy “Unknown”. The confusion of Martin Harris
could be felt by the audience, and the thrill of the
twists and turns kept everyone in the theater glued to
the screen.
“Unknown” will keep you on your toes, and the
conclusion of the movie will keep you thinking for
hours once you leave the theater.
Leap into the mysteries with “Unknown.”
– spencer.palmer@aggiemail.usu.edu

RADIOHEAD, FORMED IN 1985, has found fame with their unique sound and carefully organized
albums. In their new album, “The King of Limbs,” the band uses varying melodies and complex structure
to set it apart from their previous work.

Album: Same interesting sounds
-continued from page 6
times to be memorable. “Little By Little”
has a pretty good one in the chorus, but
this general focus on the feel rather than
the melody makes it the kind of album
that you groove to, not necessarily sing
along with. For many Radiohead fans,
this won’t be a problem, but if you’re a
first-time listener, it may make the listening more difficult.
In “Codex,” there is a great piano part,
that is altered so that it sounds almost as
if it’s under water. Surprisingly, the lyrics
of this song are pretty straightforward,
and they fit along well with the piano. It’s
about jumping into a lake, with “No one
around, just dragonflies.” Strings, brass
and lots of different effects build the
song beautifully, ending with bird sounds
and the distant sounds of people speaking.
The last two tracks use different vocal
tracks laid on top of each other to give
it a complicated yet soaring sound that is

quite remarkable; definite winners in my
book.
The album was clearly produced and
developed to have a specific sound
and it succeeded. It sounds incredible.
Radiohead has amazed me again, but I
realize that it is not necessarily the kind
of album for people that aren’t familiar
with the band. If you want to get to
know them better, I would suggest “OK
Computer,” and then to move on to the
others. Even though they do have a best
hits album that would be beneficial to listen to, it’s almost strange to mix albums
that seem so carefully arranged to sound
like they do as a whole.
If you want to hear the influence
of Radiohead on local artists, there
is a Radiohead cover concert at the
Lundstrom Center on Friday, Feb. 25 at 7
p.m.
– rex.colin.mitchell@aggiemail.usu.edu

Students celebrate the end of elections

WITH ELECTION WEEK WINDING DOWN students burn off steam at the ASUSU Election
Dance in the Taggart Student Center Thursday night. ALISON OSTLER PHOTO

LIAM NEESON STARS IN the 2011 thriller “Unknown” as Dr,.
Martin Harris, who loses his memory and life after a car accident
while travelling in Germany. Harris has to fight conspiracies and confusion in his search to regain his identity.

Wednesday, March 2
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Taggart Student Center,
2nd Floor
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Aggie women keep hold on third place with 72-61 win
By MARK ISRAELSEN
staff writer

Thursday night, with pink
shirts and sleeves in abundance, the Utah State women’s
basketball team took on New
Mexico State in a battle of the
Aggies in a Pink Zone Game
in the Spectrum. Led by their
front court tandem of junior
Ashlee Brown and sophomore
Banna Diop, the Utah State
Aggies prevailed, winning by a
score of 72-61.
“This time of year you just
are dying for a win,” said head
coach Raegan Pebley. “Every
team is going to be hard to
beat. I think we’re hard to
beat and New Mexico State is
hard to beat, so it’s going to be
a grind and a battle and I’m
proud of our team.”
The hometown Aggies got
off to a fast start as Brown
scored six of her 21 points in
the first two minutes and Utah
State jumped out to an early
8-2 lead. The quick start was
short-lived however, as the
early going featured a frenetic
pace with plenty of missed
shots and turnovers on both
sides. USU, though, held a 16-8
lead midway through the first
half, mainly because of their
defense which held NMSU
scoreless for more than five
minutes.
“Defensively, staying
aggressive is a big key,” Brown
said. “They’re a good team
and their offense really affects
our defense, but we just stayed
aggressive and came out on

top.”
After the early struggles,
Utah State finally found a
rhythm, and with five minutes to go in the half they had
a commanding 30-13 lead,
mainly due to excellent ball
movement and passing. The
Aggies finished the game with
23 assists on 25 made baskets,
and 11 of those came in the
first half.
“Sharing the ball is a big
key to this game and we did
that,” Brown said, who had
a career high eight assists.
“When we share the ball, a lot
of good things happen.”
Despite being down,
though, New Mexico State
wasn’t about to give up as they
went on a quick 8-0 run to cut
the lead back to single digits.
After some back and forth
action, the first half ended
with New Mexico State getting
a lay-up at the buzzer, but the
hometown Aggies still held a
36-25 lead.
USU came out strong in the
second half, going on a 5-0 run
and pushing their lead to 16
in the first few minutes. New
Mexico State quickly responded though, and for the next
several minutes the game went
back and forth as both teams
traded baskets.
“Overall the whole team
played well and prepared
themselves well this week,”
Pebley said. “When we can
establish an inside presence
and share the ball offensively,
we’re giving ourselves a good
chance.”
The half continued and

UTAH STATE GUARD DEVYN CHRISTENSEN scored nine points on 3-4 shooting from the field during USU’s 72-61 win over
New Mexico State Thursday. Utah State kept its hold on third place in the WAC standings leading up to Saturday’s game against first place
Louisiana Tech. STERLING BOIN photo

so did the Aggies’ comfortable lead. USU maintained a
double-digit lead for the entire
second half, as well as never
trailing for the entire game.
The Aggies from New Mexico
tried several times to mount
a comeback, but were unable
to do so as Utah State always
responded with a big play.
Diop’s 3-point play with four

minutes to go gave the Aggies
their largest lead of the night at
20, as they cruised to the win.
“We knew that to get this
win we had to work and our
team,” said senior guard Alice
Coddington, who had a game
high 11 rebounds. “I think we
really put in the effort tonight
to work defensively and when
we work defensively that what’s

gives us these wins.”
The Aggies now have only
one home game remaining; a
match-up with WAC-leading
Louisiana Tech on Saturday,
which will also be senior day.
It will be a farewell to four
seniors on the USU squad;
Alice Coddington, Amber
White, Stacey Howard, and
LaCale Pringle-Buchanan, who

Former Aggies Verlin, Geiger, return to Spectrum
By RHETT WILKINSON
staff writer

If carried out correctly, sequels can
have a way of adding on to an original
story.
Think Empire Strikes Back of Star
Wars lore. Sure, Darth Vader was
scary, but how much deeper did his
character dig once we learned that he
was Luke Skywalker’s father?
Maybe Rocky II to complement
the original clash between the Phillyborn antihero and his nemesis, Apollo
Creed. Who wouldn’t have wanted to
hear the homegrown underdog yell
out “Adrian!” yet again?
However, when it comes to rematches or part twos in the world
of the Utah State Aggies, the Idaho
Vandals, and those individuals who
have crossed both lines, the story
remains yet to be fully told if it will
wind up legend or farce.
At the hinge of this continuing
drama is Idaho coach Don Verlin,
who was one of USU head coach Stew
Morrill’s assistants until he left for
the Vandal head job in March 2008,
and Idaho guard and one-time Aggie
Deremy Geiger, currently a starter
for a team that sits in a tie with Boise
State for fourth place in the WAC with
a 7-6 conference record, a half-game
behind Nevada.
While Verlin took his resume,
which included 15 years under
Morrill, who has taken his program
to seven NCAA tournament and
four NIT appearances in the past 11
seasons in Logan, to Moscow simply
looking for a step up in his coaching
profession, Geiger’s path took plenty
of more turns and more severe consequences.
The Las Vegas, Nev., product had
a successful freshman year for the
Aggies on the court during a 2008-09
season that saw USU spend time in the
national rankings and win 30 games,
along with the WAC regular-season
and conference tournament championship. That season, Geiger played in
and out of the regular rotation while
shooting over 35 percent from the
three-point line.
However, while many fans suspected that his sudden transfer was
due to the strain of playing behind all-

will be playing their last game
in the Spectrum.
“It will be mixed emotions,”
Coddington said. “My last
game in the Spectrum will be
sad, but I’m also really excited
at the same time.”

– mark.israelsen@aggiemail.
usu.edu

Curtis Marsh
gets invite to
NFL combine
BY USU ATHLETICS

er,” big man Matt Formisano said.
“Not super good or super bad.”
The Colorado native insisted that
whatever in-class troubles Geiger
made for himself, there were never
any in-Spectrum problems.
“At practice, he was all ready to go,”
Formisano said.
Aggie leading scorer Tai Wesley
said that strictly basketball-wise,
Geiger would have been a great fit for
the following season.
“He was a good teammate,” said
the four-year starter. “He was a good
player for us. It was too bad it didn’t

Former Utah State football
player Curtis Marsh has been
invited to participate in the
2011 NFL Scouting Combine
that runs from Thursday,
Feb. 24 - Tuesday, March
1 at Lucas Oil Stadium in
Indianapolis.
Fans can visit NFL.com/
combine for live coverage of
the event, and it will also be
televised by the NFL Network
(Comcast Ch. 180 / 675 HD
in Cache Valley).
More than 300 top prospects for the 2011 NFL Draft
will be invited to participate
at the combine, and Marsh
is one of 21 players from the
Western Athletic Conference
participating.
At the combine, the participants will be put through
a series of drills, tests and
interviews with more than
600 NFL personnel from all
32 teams present, including
head coaches, general managers and scouts. Workouts
will consist of position drills
as well as measurable drills
including the 40-yard dash,
bench press, vertical jump,
broad jump, three-cone drill,
20-yard shuttle and 60-yard
shuttle.
The NFL Scouting
Combine is one of the key
tools used by NFL teams
in preparation for the NFL
Draft, which will take place
Thursday-Saturday, Apr. 2830 from Radio City Music
Hall in New York City. If
drafted, Marsh would
become the first Aggie player
selected in the NFL Draft
since 2007, when offensive
guard Shawn Murphy and
wide receiver/kick returner
Kevin Robinson were chosen in the fourth and sixth

- See RETURNS, page 9

- See MARSH, page 9

FORMER UTAH STATE GUARD DEREMY GEIGER locks down his man on defense during a game against UC Irvine during Geiger’s freshman season playing for Utah State. Geiger, along with former Utah State assistant coach Don Verlin, will return
together to The Spectrum Saturday as members of the Idaho Vandals to face their old team. Statesman file photo

conference guard Jared Quayle, Geiger
struggled in the classroom. His grades
did not meet the standard requirement to attend Utah State any longer.
The academic shortcomings forced
Geiger to transfer to junior college
play before moving to Idaho to play in
a system and for a coach that he was
already familiar with.
When asked what role academic
struggles played into where he stands
today, Geiger insisted that the resulting ordeal of transferring from a
perennial WAC powerhouse and postseason regular was an overall positive.
“Last year (transferring to a junior
college due to poor grades) was one
of best things could have happened

to me,” the junior said. “It gave me a
chance to step back and re-evaluate
myself, to get my grades and my life
and priorities back in order. It gave
me a new outlook on things, and new
motivation for me.”
Current Aggie seniors were cautiously optimistic about Geiger’s brief
time in Logan.
“I liked Deremy as a teammate,”
swingman Tyler Newbold said. “I
didn’t hang out with him much off
the court, but on the court and on
road trips he was all right. He had his
troubles off the court a bit. But as a
guy on the team, he was a good player.
Too bad it didn’t work out.”
“He was a good guy, a hard work-

StatesmanSports
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Aggies clinch outright WAC title with NMSU loss Wednesday
By LANDON HEMSLEY
staff writer

Wednesday night saw
some unlikely playmakers
deliver Utah State its fourth
consecutive Western Athletic
Conference title, and third
consecutive outright conference championship.
San Jose State’s Keith
Schamberger drove the lane,
looked to pass, realized he
was wide open, and put up a
4-foot popper in the paint to
give SJSU a 72-70 lead over
NMSU in the mostly vacant
Events Center in San Jose
with 1:56 remaining in overtime.
With the score unchanged
in the final seconds of
overtime in San Jose,
NMSU turned to its star,
Troy Gillenwater, to make
a play and win the game.
Gillenwater fired a wideopen three as time expired
and watched it click harmlessly off the front of the
iron. One hundred or so students rushed the court and
partied in front of the SJSU
bench.

SJSU might as well have
gift-wrapped the WAC trophy and shipped it to Logan
Thursday morning.
This is the second
straight year that Utah State
has won a regular season
championship before hitting the hardwood to clinch
under its own steam. In the
2009-10 season, NMSU’s
100-92 loss at Nevada gave
USU the lead it needed to
earn its trophy before playing NMSU in the Spectrum
on last year’s senior night.
This year’s senior night
will give Aggie fans their
final chance to see the most
successful senior class of
USU’s history. In the four
years that Tai Wesley, Tyler
Newbold, Pooh Williams,
and Matt Formisano have
played for the Aggies, USU
has only lost a single home
game.
The team that beat USU,
St. Mary’s College, eventually went on to win its
conference tournament
and advance to the Sweet
16 of the NCAAs. As we all
know, USU got its revenge
on SMC last weekend in the

BracketBuster.
The Aggies have amassed
a record of 67-1 at home and
106-27 overall during that
stretch. Only once in the
last four years has USU lost
more than 10 games in a
season, and that season was
2007-08 when USU took four
conference losses and had
to share the title with three
other teams. To put that in
perspective, Louisiana Tech
has lost 16 games this year
alone.
USU has been to the
NCAA tournament two consecutive seasons. Senior JC
transfers Brian Green and
Nate Bendall have never
known any division one
postseason other than the
NCAA tournament, not to
mention these two players
were NJCAA champions
at Salt Lake Community
College before coming to
Logan.
This year’s seniors have
brought national recognition
and respect to both their
basketball program and to
the University as a whole,
amassing win after win after
win on national television in

UTAH STATE PLAYERS CELEBRATE last year’s WAC championship after the senior night game
at the Spectrum. The Aggies clinched an outright title via a New Mexico State loss for the second year in
a row when the Southern Aggies lost to San Jose State Wednesday. Statesman file photo

remarkable fashion.
The six players who will
play their final game in
the Spectrum on Saturday
against the University of
Idaho (the only WAC team
to beat USU this year so far)
deserve nothing less than

a true Spectrum sendoff
for what they have given to
the University, to Logan, to
Cache Valley and to the state
of Utah. Their skill, desire
and will to win – a will
that brought four trophies
to Logan in four years – is

about as rare in the world of
college basketball as WAC
regular season championship trophies are in the cases
of every other WAC school.

– la.hem@aggiemail.usu.edu

Gymnastics set to host Returns: Geiger making first return to Logan
-continued from page 8
Utes for in-state battle
BY USU ATHLETICS

Utah State gymnastics will
open a two meets in three days
stretch by hosting in-state foe
Utah on Friday, Feb. 25. The
Beehive State battle starts at
7 p.m. at the Dee Glen Smith
Spectrum. Friday night is
Autograph Night, as the Aggie
gymnastics team will be signing
autographs after the meet.
Following Friday’s meet, USU
travels to Boise, Idaho to take on
Boise State in a Sunday matinee
meet at 2 p.m., in a Western
Athletic Conference dual.
Live results for Friday and
Sunday’s dual are available by
clicking on the “Live Results” link
at www.UtahStateAggies.com, the
official web site of USU athletics.
Utah State is No. 41 in the
Troester/GymInfo Women’s
Gymnastics National Rankings,
which for the first time this season, went by Regional Qualifying
Scores (RQS). USU has an RQS of
192.035. Utah, which was ranked
No. 3 last week when rankings
were by averages, is not ranked
this week as the Utes do not have
an RQS, missing their third road
meet, which will be Friday.
The Aggies have a 192.05
Regional Qualifying Score (RQS),
as well as a 192.064 average and a
193.600 high score on the season,
which they hit last Friday in a dual
with Boise State. USU currently
ranks fourth in the WAC, seventh
in the North Central region and
No. 41 in the nation. In its last
action in a home dual vs. Boise
State, Utah State posted a seasonhigh 193.600 team total, as well as
season-best scores on bars, beam
and floor.
Individually, junior Nicole
Simoneau is ranked second in
the WAC, seventh in the North
Central region and tied for 37th

in the country on bars with a
9.805 RQS and a 9.746 average.
Simoneau is also 11th in the conference, and tied for 24th in the
region on beam with a 9.555 RQS
and 9.588 average. Senior Jackie
Dillon is fifth in the WAC, 12th in
the region and 83rd in the nation
on floor with an RQS of 8.760 and
a 9.757 average, as well as sixth in
the conference, 10th in the region
and 57th in the country in the
all-around with a 37.980 RQS and
38.092 average. Freshman Paige
Jones is tied for eighth in the WAC
and 16th in the region on vault
with an RQS of 9.720 and an average of 9.704.
The Utes, who were ranked
No. 3 last week when rankings
were by averages, are not ranked
this week as they do not have an
RQS, missing their third road
meet, which will be Friday. Utah
has a 196.318 season average with
a top score of 196.975. The Utes
are coming off a 196.425-195.425
win over No. 8 Michigan, which
marked the first time this season
that they have not improved their
score from the previous week.
Individually, junior Stephanie
McAllister leads the Utes with
a 39.321 all-around average,
as well as leading UU on floor
(9.836). Senior Kyndal Robarts
posts a team-best vault average
of 9.938 while fellow senior Gail
Mackie leads UU on bars (9.864).
The freshman duo of Mary Beth
Lofgren and Corrie Lothrop are
tied for the Utes’ top beam average, each with a 9.821.
After Sunday afternoon’s
matinee meet at Boise State, Utah
State hosts Cal State Fullerton in
the Aggies’ home finale on Friday,
March 4 at 7 p.m. (MT). It will be
USU’s Senior Night, honoring the
two seniors on the Aggies’ roster:
Lyndsie Boone and Jackie Dillon.

Marsh: Aggie DB eyeing NFL
-continued from page 8
rounds, respectively.
In only his second season as a cornerback after playing
running back for the first two years of his USU career, Marsh
earned second-team all-WAC honors. Marsh was also selected
to the 2011 Under Armour Senior Bowl.
Marsh was USU’s first player selected to an all-star game
since 2008 when defensive back De’von Hall played in the
East-West Shrine Bowl. Marsh is the first Aggie invited to the
Senior Bowl since tight end Chris Cooley in 2004 and is also
the second “Curtis” from USU, as wide receiver Kevin Curtis
played in the Senior Bowl following the 2003 season. Overall,
Marsh is the 15th USU player selected to the Senior Bowl since
1962.
Marsh, a Simi Valley, Calif. (Royal HS/Naval Academy
Prep) native, started all 12 games of the 2010 season at cornerback. He ranked second in the WAC and sixth in FBS in
passes defended with 1.25 per game with 15 total on 13 pass
break-ups and two interceptions. He had three pass break-ups
in two different games, against BYU and Boise State, while
logging two in the Idaho game.
Marsh’s 13 pass break-ups this season are a career-high,
nearly tripling last year’s total of five. Additionally, Marsh
had 45 tackles (37 solo, eight assists) with one tackle for loss
this season.

work out. He failed out (of school) and
we lost him. As far as basketball goes, we
wanted him back.”
Though Wesley said Geiger was a
welcome cog to the program two years
ago, things have changed since. All three
seniors said that “extracurricular activity,” as Newbold described, took place
from Geiger and other Vandal players
when the Aggies suffered their lone WAC
defeat of the season Feb. 9 in Moscow.
“He thought he was something special
trying to run his mouth (Feb. 9),” Wesley
said. “If I could really tell you what I
thought of Deremy Geiger...”
Wesley’s words tailed off. But no
Aggie or even Geiger’s own coach could

deny how they expect Aggie fans to treat
someone who used to be one of their
own.
“I’m sure Deremy and our guys will
get treatment just like USU fans will do
to everybody there,” Verlin said. “I’m
sure they’ll have few nice chants for
them. But that’s college basketball. It’s
what you’d expect.”
It’s an expected sentiment only compounded by the fact that the Aggies will
be seeking revenge for the loss earlier
in the month, along with an expected
raucous crowd in the final home game
of the season, which will be honoring six seniors – Wesley, Newbold and
Formisano, along with three-year starter

Pooh Williams, single-season 3-point
percentage record-holder Brian Green
and 2010 all-conference post Nate
Bendall.
“We’re looking forward to payback,”
Wesley said. “We hope to go out and put
on a show for the fans, not have a close
game, and put all the stops on (Geiger) –
not just him, but the whole team. That’s
our wish for Senior Night.”
Drama that rivals a certain evil space
cyborg announcing his fatherhood, or
a huge underdog outlasting a perennial
boxing powerhouse, any day of the week.
– rhett.wilkinson@aggiemail.usu.edu
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An Award for USU Employees & Students
February Inspire Me Award
Be Well: Karen Mouritsen

Karen Mouritsen, an accounting assistant in USU’s Controller’s Office, has lost 50
pounds in the process of finding a healthier
lifestyle. She found that her new found health
has changed every aspect of her life.
“It makes a world of difference,” Mouritsen
said of her nomination.
By being active and watching what she
eats, Mouritsen said she has been able to
lower her blood pressure and prevent becoming diabetic. One of the ways that she is able
to stick with her active lifestyle is by working
with a personal trainer. “They will take care of
you,” said Mouritsen.
Mouritsen suggested several ways that
people can become healthier. One of her
suggestions was to watch what you eat. By
doing this, Mouritsen said she was able to
see the dramatic difference in what she was
eating and what she should be eating. She
said the types of food that you eat can have
a huge influence on your health. Another suggestion for watching what you eat was that
you should keep track of you calorie intake.
Mouritsen says that there are several ways to
track your calories. Some of which are using
an Internet site to that helps you track your
calories or carrying around a notebook to
write down what you’re eating.
Mouritsen said she found that using a notebook was the best option for her. Mouritsen
said, “The first couple of weeks were really
hard because you had to look up everything
you ate ... but now I can look at something
and know how many calories are in it.”
Along with the physical benefits of her
change in lifestyle, Mouritsen said she discovered that there is an emotional benefit from
being healthy. She said that this change of
lifestyle has changed her whole outlook on
life. Her exercising has helped her with her

depression. Mouritsen said she believes that by
making the time to exercise it has helped her
to become more aware of her responsibilities
at work and with those around her. Even though
she has always been a hard worker, Mouritsen
said that a person can have a “ much more positive attitude when you’re healthy.”
Mouritsen said this about finding time in your
busy schedule to exercise: “You just make the
time ... it’s so worth it.”
Her suggestions is, “don’t wait.” Whether
you’re working out on a regular basis with a personal trainer or just taking more time to walk
your dog, a healthier, happier, life is yours for the
taking if your willing to work for it, she said.

Watch for more awards each month!

For nominations, please contact:
caroline.shugart@usu.edu
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Jazz trade Williams to Nets for Harris, Favors, picks
SALT LAKE CITY (AP)
– The second blockbuster
NBA trade in two days sent
Utah Jazz point guard Deron
Williams to the New Jersey
Nets, shifting another star
from the Western Conference
to the East and to a bigger market.
Now, while the Nets hope
they can keep their new AllStar long-term and turn him
into a face-of-the-franchise
player the way Jason Kidd was
years ago, small-market teams
are left to wonder what the
future holds for them.
Is there something the NBA
should do to protect teams
from losing their stars?
“I think this is a relatively
recent phenomenon, but one
that I believe is being watched
very closely,” Jazz CEO Greg
Miller said after trading away
his All-Star point guard in
exchange for rookie Derrick
Favors, point guard Devin
Harris, two first-round draft
picks and cash.
“I can only speak from the
Jazz ownership perspective in
saying that I’m not interested
in seeing a congregation of star
players on a handful of teams
throughout the league. I don’t
think it does the teams any
good. It doesn’t do the fans any
good. It doesn’t do the sponsors any good.
“I would like to see as much
parity as there can be in the
league. Beyond that, it’s all just
speculation.”
The trend started in the
summer of 2007 when the
Boston Celtics made a blockbuster 7-for-1 trade with
Minnesota that gave them 10time All-Star Kevin Garnett.
The Celtics with the Big Three
of Garnett, Ray Allen and Paul
Pierce went on to win the NBA
title in 2008.
Last offseason, the Jazz lost
power forward Carlos Boozer
to the Chicago Bulls, Phoenix
star Amare Stoudamire signed

with the New York Knicks,
and league MVP LeBron James
ditched Cleveland for Miami’s
beaches and a star-studded
Heat lineup that featured
Dwyane Wade and Chris Bosh.
On Tuesday, the Knicks
finalized a deal with the
Denver Nuggets that sent
All-Star Carmelo Anthony
and Chauncey Billups to the
Eastern Conference.
It all left King James boasting that his prediction of a
shift of power to the East was
coming true.
The Jazz chose to combat
it the only way they could
– by being proactive with the
Williams trade and getting as
much as they could now even if
it created more turmoil just 13
days after Hall of Fame coach
Jerry Sloan abruptly retire
after clashing with Williams.
Utah’s front office said
it had no definite indication from Williams that he
wouldn’t re-sign after 2012,
but it also had no indication he
would.
“We had an opportunity to
replace ambiguity with a high
degree of certainty,” Miller
said.
In weighing the decision,
Miller tried to put himself in
Williams’ shoes, as a player
trying to earn as much money
as he could in a short window
of opportunity.
“Deron probably felt like
he could attain those objectives in bigger markets,” Miller
said. “If that’s the way he felt, I
wouldn’t want to hold him here
against his will or have him
be unhappy. If our franchise
couldn’t offer Deron things he
needed, then it was best he go
somewhere he can get those
things.”
Complicating matters was
the prospect of an NBA lockout
next season, which could have
left Williams as a free agent
outright heading into the 20122013 season.

Women’s tennis falls
6-1 to North Texas
BY USU ATHLETICS

Utah State women’s tennis
team stumbled out of the gates
in their first of four road matches this weekend as North Texas
defeated USU, 6-1, Thursday.
The Aggies are now 4-3 this
season after the loss against the
Mean Green.
The Aggies stuggled against
the aggressive North Texas
squad in doubles action, as USU
was unable to win a double
match-up and allowed UNT
to grab an early 1-0 lead. Utah
State’s duo of junior Romina
Nedakovik and senior Hailey
Swenson fought valiantly in the
No. 1 position of doubles action,
but came up short as they were
defeated, 8-6.
Utah State failed to overcome
the slow start from doubles play
and carried over into singles
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action. North Texas took five
of the six singles points against
the Aggies. Junior Briana Harris
secured the solo point for USU
in the sixth position as she
defeated Carolina Barboza in
three sets. Harris captured the
opening set, 6-3, before Barboza
came back with a statement
in the second set as she swept
Harris, 6-0, to even the match.
However Harris pounced on
Barboza early in the tie-breaking
set and never let Barboza recover
to take the tie-breaker, 6-2.
USU continues it’s weekend
road trip with a doubleheader
on Friday, Feb. 25, as they challenge Collin County CC followed
with a bout with Seminole State
College. The action is set to be
served at 9 a.m. and the match
with Seminole State is scheduled
for a 1 p.m. start.
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find, easy on the wallet.

Today’s Puzzle Answers

While Williams’ trade
caught many by surprise,
including Williams, who heard
it as he watched TV before
a shootaround Wednesday
morning in Dallas, the Nets
have been trying to wheel-anddeal since last year.
They couldn’t get James
as a free agent, and then saw
Anthony go to the Knicks.
The Nets and Jazz had
talked weeks earlier, Utah general manager Kevin O’Connor
acknowledged. But the timing
was right to pull the trigger
on the best deal the Jazz could
secure.
“Nobody likes to lose their
star player, a marquee player,”
Miller said. “This deal allows
the Utah Jazz to preserve our
assets and control our destiny.”
The Nets, meanwhile, got
the All-Star they have so coveted — one they hope signs
an extension this summer
to become the face of their
franchise when they move to
Brooklyn in 2012.
“I feel Deron Williams is
the best point guard in the
NBA,” Nets General Manager
Billy King said. “I spoke with
Deron and he’s excited about it.
He understands where we are
and where we want to go. In
this league, you win with point
guards.”
The 6-foot-3 Williams was
selected third overall in 2005
out of Illinois, and he’s averaged 17.3 points, 9.1 assists
and 3.2 rebounds for the Jazz.
Williams has been even better
in 44 postseason games, with
averages of 21.1 points, 9.6
assists and 1.2 steals.
Jazz teammates said
Williams was disappointed at
first upon hearing the news,
especially with a pregnant wife
and a home in Utah.
“Everything happens for a
reason,” Williams later told
Jazz team broadcasters. “I had
a great five-and-a-half years in
Salt Lake. The fans have always

been great for me. I’m going to
miss them.”
He also said he’d miss his
teammates.
“I wish I could have (done)
a little more, win a championship, brought that to Utah,”
Williams said. “I still hope
they get a championship.”
If the Jazz are to win one,
they’ll have to blend together
even more new faces while
mired in a horrid losing streak.
The Jazz have lost 14 of
their last 18 and are 0-4 under
new coach Ty Corbin following Wednesday night’s loss in
Dallas.
“We’re going to keep the
faith, stay positive and try to
fight,” said Jazz forward Paul
Millsap, who has to take on
more of a leadership role now
with Williams gone.
Jazz brass hinted that
they may not be done dealing
before Thursday afternoon’s
trade deadline.
For now, Miller insisted he
would not be driven by finances but rather a desire to remain
competitive. That meant taking a hit on the luxury tax.
“We’re in the fifth-smallest
market with the sixth-highest
payroll in the league, so we’re
pushing the envelope as hard
as we can to be aggressive and
attract talent to this team,”
Miller said.
No player is sacred if it
means improving the team.
Asked how he would be able
to market a team in Salt Lake
City without a star, Miller said
with “classic Jazz basketball.”
“It’s lunch pail, work boots,”
he said. “And who knows? We
may have a star player before
any of us realizes it.”
Harris, a former All-Star
point guard, and Favors, the
No. 3 pick in the draft, were
part of the package the Nets
had been offering the Nuggets
for Anthony.
Miller hoped Jazz players
would continue to improve,

POINT GUARD DERON WILLIAMS brings the ball up during
a game earlier this season against the San Antonio Spurs. Williams,
who has been the cornerstone player for the Jazz franchise since
2005, was traded to the New Jersey Nets Wednesday for two players
and two draft picks. TODD JONES photo

and some of their first-round
picks would blossom.
He said the identity would
remain the same, even if the
faces are rapidly changing.
“I hope our identity will
continue to be toughness and
being a scrappy ball team
that never quits,” Miller said.
“Those have always been the
hallmarks through 23 years
that Jerry was here. It wasn’t
really glamorous. It was just
get out there as hard as you can

to make things happen.”
The Nets have a part of that
in Williams.
“Very rarely are you able to
trade for someone who is arguably the best at his position,”
Nets coach Avery Johnson said.
“We had to give up a lot, but
when you get a chance to get
him, you go for it. It wasn’t a
planned trade. This wasn’t a
plan B. He’s a plan A guy.”

Whatever happened to team loyalty?
What is going on with
the NBA? Earlier this week,
Eye
the Nuggets finally pulled
the trigger on a deal that
on the
sent Carmelo Anthony to
Hardwood
the Knicks, a move that
has been talked about
for months. Then on
Wednesday, the Jazz stunningly traded away their
franchise player Deron Williams.
So what is up with all the wheelin’ and dealin’? Well, it
really boils down to two words: Free agency.
This started because of everybody’s favorite trend-setter, LeBron James. Last summer during his highly anticipated free agency, all of the teams in the NBA learned a
valuable lesson – you can’t trust your star.
Now, I know that sounds shallow, but it’s true. Last
summer, LeBron ditched Cleveland to form a super team
in Miami with Wade and Bosh, who coincidentally also
ditched on his former club. The lure of potential championships with Miami outweighed the loyalty they had for
their previous teams.
LeBron’s actions last summer did two things: One, it
gave players the upper hand in contract negotiations and
also gave them more confidence to use that upper hand,
and two, it really put teams in a tough spot.
Think of it from their point of view. You’re the general
manager of an NBA team, and you have a franchise player. It’s a guy who you’ve built your team around and want
to keep with you for as long as you can, somebody like
LeBron James, Carmelo Anthony, Dwight Howard, Chris
Paul, or Deron Williams.
But there’s a problem. That player’s contract is expiring
in the near future and you have no guarantee whether or
not they will sign an extension with you. You hope they’ll
re-sign; you hope they are loyal to you, but sometimes the
lure of more money or rings will draw them away.
So what do you do? Well Mr. GM, you have two
options. You either take a big risk and do all you can to get
them to stay, or you trade them and get something out of
them before they leave you in the lurch like LeBron did to
Cleveland.
As we saw this week, many GMs are going with option
t two. Justk look
w
w contracts
! of thea guys who
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recently traded. Anthony’s Nuggets contract was set to
expire at the end of this year, and Deron Williams would
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have become a free agent in the summer of 2012. So
rather than have those guys bolt as soon as their contract
is up, the GMs are essentially forced to trade them.
So what does this new trend mean for the future?
Besides Williams, Howard and Paul are both set to be free
agents come 2012, thus already sparking the discussion
of where they might end up, or if they’ll get traded before
then.
This free agent craze is changing the NBA. Just like
LeBron, Wade and Bosh in Miami, with players gaining
more and more control, I think we will see more and more
“super” teams and I’m not so sure that’s a good thing.
In addition to that, this recent trend definitely favors big
market teams. Look at Miami, New York, Chicago or Los
Angeles. All of these teams are big markets, and therefore
are much more attractive to stars. I mean, Oklahoma City
is a good team, but do you really think Carmelo Anthony,
with his ego the size of the Goodyear blimp, would really
ever choose to go there instead of New York?
Lastly, and much more importantly than contracts,
super teams and market size, what does all this mean for
the future of the NBA and basketball in general?
I repeat the first thing I said in this column: What is
going on with the NBA? Is it even about the game of
basketball anymore? The league has gone from a bunch
of athletes playing basketball to a bunch of businessmen
negotiating deals and making money, and then playing
basketball in their spare time.
Seriously, when did the NBA become more about how
much someone is being paid instead of how well they are
playing? When did it become about where a person plays
instead of how they play? The news that Carmelo Anthony
was “possibly” being traded was plastered all over ESPN
for weeks on end, but they barely find time to squeeze in
highlight clips of actual games. Surely I’m not the only one
who thinks that’s a little ridiculous.
Maybe I’m just waxing poetic here and just need to
get with the times and accept the NBA for what it is, but I
don’t think so. The National Basketball Association should
not be about contracts and free agency, it should be
about basketball, and I’m just hoping that sometime soon,
we may start to figure that out.

r Israelsen is a freshmanc majoring in mechanical
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po engineering. He has also been a lifelong
n fan of the
Utah Jazz. He can be reached at mark.israelsen@aggiemail.usu.edu
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All But Dead • sarah.a@aggiemail.usu.edu

Pearls Before Swine • Steve Pastis

Friends by Default • Trevor.Stewart@aggiemail.usu.edu

Loose Parts • Dave Blazek

Breaking the Mold • Kenneth.Locke@aggiemail.usu.edu

Dilbert • Scott Adams

Bound & Gagged • Dana Summers

Loose Parts • Dave Blazek

Rhymes with Orange • Hilary Price

Yes, it sold that FAST on
www.a-bay-usu.DPN
(that’s what thousands of eyes can
do for you! Register today!)
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Friday

Feb. 28
Today is Friday, Feb. 25,
2011. Today’s issue of
The Utah Statesman is
published especially for
Ryan Baldwin, an MBA
student from San Jose,
Calif.

Almanac
Today in History: In
1983, the celebrated
sitcom M*A*S*H
bows out after 11 seasons, airing a special
two-and-a-half hour
episode watched by
77 percent of the television viewing audience. It was the largest percentage ever
to watch a single TV
show up to that time.

Weather
High: 32° Low: 24°
Skies: Snow

- ASUSU Final Elections
- Recent Alumni Art Exhibit, Tippetts
- Communication and Leadership
Seminar, Eccles Conf. Center, all day
- Pizza and Politics with Senator Orrin
Hatch, EDUC 131, 3:30 p.m.
- Echoing Traditional Ways Pow wow,
Field House, 7 p.m.
- Our Country’s Good, Morgan Theatre,
7:30 p.m.
- Winter Concert, Kent Concert Hall, 7:30
p.m.
- Science Unwrapped-’Records of Past
Climate Change,’ ESLC Auditorium, 7 p.m.

Saturday

Feb. 29
- Recent Alumni Art Exhibit, Tippetts
- Communication and Leadership
Seminar, Eccles Conf. Center, all day
- Volunteer Income Tax Assistance,
Eccles Business Building, 9 a.m.
- 2011 Winter Trails Day, Hardware
Ranch, 10 a.m.
- Roller Hockey, 10 a.m.
- Women’s Basketball vs. Louisiana
Tech, 3 p.m.
- Echoing Traditional Ways Pow Wow,
Field House
- Men’s Basketball vs. Idaho, 7 p.m.
- Our Country’s Good, Morgan
Theatre, 7:30 p.m.

Monday

Feb. 31
- Recent Alumni Art Exhibit, Tippetts
- Drop-in Math and Stats Tutoring,
TSC
- Communication and Leadership
Seminar, Eccles Conf. Center, all day

Theater

You need to know....

Deep End•tyson.cole@aggiemail

Our Country’s Good theater
production on Feb. 23-26 at 7:30
p.m. in the Morgan Theatre. A
historic drama about the lives of
English convicts in 18th century
Australia.

Who will be USU’s next design
star? It could be you! Contestants will
have 1 hour to design a light fixture
from recycled materials. The event
is Feb. 28 at 5-7:30 p.m. in the TSC
Ballroom.
Abstracts due March 1 for Student
Showcase, USU’s annual celebration
Come see Mrs. Hill presented by of Undergraduate Research. Submit
the Theatre Student Association at this site: https://research.usu.
Feb. 28-March 2 at 7:30 p.m. in
edu/undergrad/htm/sharing-yourthe Black Box Theatre. Tickets are research/student-showcase.
$5 and $3 for TSA members.
The 38th Annual ‘Echoing
Traditional Ways’ Pow wow will be
Feb. 25 at 7 p.m. and Feb. 26 at 12
Pizza and Politics with Utah
and 6 p.m. at the Nielsen Field House,
Senator Orrin Hatch Feb. 25 at
$3 General, $2 Senior Citizen/USU
3:30-5 p.m. EDUC Room 131
Students w/ID Children 7 years and
- Senator Hatch will address stu- under free.
dents, take questions, and have a
Dance United. Come learn social
meet and greet. Seating is limited dance or expand your already amazso arrive early.
ing skills. Cha Cha, Swing, Salsa,
Strange
Foxtrot, Waltz, ect. Thursday nights
from 8-11 in FAC room 104 (the band
The USU Wind Orchestra
room). It’s free your first time but
and Symphonic Band present
every time after that it’s $2 for non
their annual winter concert.
members, $1 for members. Included
Performance will be in the Kent
dance lessons are from 8-9.
Concert Hall Feb. 25 at 7:30 p.m.
On Feb. 26 join USU Pagan
Tickets are $8 for general admis- Alliance and the USU Post-Mormon
sion and free for USU students.
group at Citrus and Sage coffee
shop for a lovely crepe and sip on a
some brew for a lovely chat with your
SHRM Lunch Lecture Series Feb. officers, members and friends. No
28. Business building OC Tanner set topic of discussion just a a good
Lounge, 9th Floor. 11:30 - 1 p.m. time to relax, ask questions and get to
know each other.
March 1 applications due for stuThe College Republicans and
dent fellowships of $1000 from the
College Democrats are co-sponUtah Humanities council for students
soring a movie night in the TSC
(undergrad/grad) doing research in
Auditorium March 1 at 7:00 p.m. the humanities. http://www.utahhuDr. Lyons will address the audimanities.org/Grants.htm
ence and take questions and then
Stokes Nature Center will host
we will be watching the documen- Wild Wednesday on March 2 from
tary I.O.U.S.A - Free / open to
4-7 p.m. Participants will learn how
everybody
to identify common Logan area birds,
discover appropriate ways to feed
them, and make a recycled bird feeder.
Darrin Brooks and Nancy Hills
For more information, call 435-755present, “Big Hair, Big Chair: The 3239 or visit www.logannature.org.
Power and Influence of Women
Reuse, Reduce, Recycle (RRR)
in the 18th Century” as part of
Auction held weekly on Wednesdays
Women’s History Month. The
6:00 p.m. 244 S Main. Live auctioneer,
event is free and is open to all.
food vendors, and lots of goods to be
MC Library 101 March 3 at 3:30 sold and fun to be had.
- 5:00 p.m.

Mrs. Hill

Orrin Hatch

Winter concert

Brew•Peter Deering

Lunch lecture

Documentary

Big Hair Big Chair

More Calendar and FYI
listings, Interactive Calendar
and Comics at

www.utahstatesman.com

Getting Married?

First month of rent
Must move in between February 25th and March 18th
Requires contract through May, 2012

FREE!

